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REPORT 


or THJt 

BREHON LAW COMMISSIONERS. 


TO THE EIGHT HONOURABLE EOBEET OEELEY ASHBURTON, 
BARON HOUGHTON, 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

May it peecs'ET your ExcrELiiWct, 

The forecast in our last report as to the period when the remaining 
portion of the Brehon Laws would be published, has not been realized. The 
Editor, Professor Atkinson, informs us that his anticipation was too sanguine. 
The inherent difficulties of the task would, in themselves, have prevented 
its completion at the time named, viz., the close of last year. The construc- 
tion of a Glossary to five volumes of text abounding in hitherto unsolved 
problems, and even the mere transcription of the words to be considered, with 
their context in all the passages in which they occur, involve an immense 
amount of labour. But, besides this, personal circumstances limited the time 
which the Editor could devote to the work during the past year, and the 
weak state of his eyes made it necessary to use them less continuously than 
heretofore. He is, however, very desirous to finish the work as soon as this 
can be done in a really satisfactory manner, and he assures us that every 
possible effort on his part will be made to effect the object. 

The whole text of Yol. Y. — that is, all except the Preface and Index — is in 
type. During the coming year the Editor will be entirely occupied in the 
preparation of the Glossary, which is already carried as far as letter K. 

The sum due for work done , ie., for matter actually printed off, remains 
the same (£126) as at the end of 1892, and we recommend that it be now 
paid. We think it will not be necessary to insert any sum on account of the 
work in the estimates for 1894-5. 

January, 1894. 

ASHBOURNE. 

A. M. PORTER, M.R. 

^ JOHN HEALY. 

WILLIAM O’BRIEN. 

P. J. KEENAN. 

JOHN K. INGRAM. 

P. W. JOYCE. 

C. LIMERICK, Secretary. 
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